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Two types of apps:
1. Creativity or Production apps which are used to create a 

project, assessments, evaluations, presentations…..
2. Gaming or skill apps – great for building knowledge or 

reinforcing information, fun, interactive, usually involve 
higher level thinking. 

Let’s look at Production apps – My favorite
• Story makers 
• Animation
• Picture apps



bookPress –FREE

One of my favorite activities for both my middle school and elementary students is to break out the iPads for 
creating books. This activity applies higher order thinking skills, and students like the idea of creating their own 
book.
Digital books can be used in every subject. Some ideas are:
• Re-creating an event (field trip recap, moment in history, biographies, retell events…)
• Demonstrate skill or concept
• Book report
• Teaching tool for  others

The bookPress app allows for sharing via email and social networks, and offers storage either on the device 
or through a cloud service. Books can also be published, and the developer site offers an educational 
discount.

Best Book Creator on iPad to make your own printable book from photos, Word or PDF 

documents and blogs





Grade level: 2-8th grade
Subject: Language Arts, Social Studies

• Scribble Press for iPad is a book creation platform
• allows kids to create and share
• 50 story templates. 

Scribble Press – 3.99

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scribble+press&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XZzCUfn3z6OomM&tbnid=w4ukV2zY_Jj2nM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scribble-press/id487300076?mt=8&ei=SO7ZUc3HOunE0AHTooDgBQ&bvm=bv.48705608,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNFLiEiuEWbYsh3pinA3rFkdtp-_pA&ust=1373323106214855
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scribble+press&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XZzCUfn3z6OomM&tbnid=w4ukV2zY_Jj2nM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scribble-press/id487300076?mt=8&ei=SO7ZUc3HOunE0AHTooDgBQ&bvm=bv.48705608,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNFLiEiuEWbYsh3pinA3rFkdtp-_pA&ust=1373323106214855


Have your students create a biography of a 
famous historical character or retell a moment in 

time!  



Cut Me In – Free!

“Cut Me In” is a favorite app with students and teachers. This is one of the best ‘go-to’ apps for mashing your 

pictures with a project! 
• ‘cut’ yourself into any background
• include the newly created picture into another app, like Postcard, Book Press, Big Huge Labs and more!
• Includes backgrounds
• upload your own background



Created with Cut Me In
Created with Cut Me In and 

InstaCollage



PhotoCard - By Bill Atkinson

PhotoCard Lite for iPad is fantastic for geography, 
history, literacy and more! 
• Students can use the pictures supplied 
• upload any photo then write the postcard and 

email it  
• create a series of postcards to explain a holiday or 

journey 
• enhance a journal or other projects
• to actually send the postcard, students would need 

an email account 
• to design and save to your ipad, you do not need an 

account

This postcard was done with two apps, “cut me in” 
mashed with PhotoCard. 



This postcard was done with two apps, “cut me in” 
mashed with PhotoCard. 



Puppet Pals 2 – Free or All Access: $4.99

Puppet Pals is an amazing app that lets you create animated cartoons. You can skip the ‘All Access’ and use the standard puppets
And backgrounds, or you can purchase the “All Access” and unlock the ability to upload your own images and covert them into 
Puppets. 

• Create short instructional videos (in any learning area)
• Storytelling, Reports, Historic Retells
• Help reluctant public speakers present to the class
• Help foreign language or ESL students practice their fluency & language skills
• Brainstorming or storyboarding ideas and presentations

What can you do with Puppet Pals 2?

You can download Puppet Pals for free and add ‘packages of characters for a 
minimal price of .99. In the long run, you actually save money if you 
purchase the ‘All Access Package’. It is worth it. 



Puppet Pals 2 Sample



Sock Puppet is a fantastic app –
• students can re-create a scene from history by scripting a play and recording their voice
• make the actions with the characters they have chosen 
• evaluate their understanding of a concept
• book report
• recite a poem
• explain a concept 
• give an original performance  
• biography

Sock Puppets - FREE

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sock-puppets/id394504903?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sock-puppets/id394504903?mt=8
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• Thinglink is a tool for creating interactive images

• create a timeline

• biography 

• create study guides

• portfolios

• design yourself digital

• identifying places on a map

• explaining and teaching

On my website you can download this great PDF file: 76+ Ways to 

Use Thinglink in the Classroom for more ideas!

Sample

ThingLink FREE
App or online

http://www.goingapeforapps.net/uploads/8/5/5/8/8558299/thinglink_in_the_classroom_.pdf
http://www.goingapeforapps.net/student-samples.html
http://thinglink.com/
http://thinglink.com/


http://www.goingapeforapps.net/student-samples.html

http://thinglink.com/
http://thinglink.com/


• provides hundreds of short animated videos
• videos are usually only 2-3 minutes
• research 
• inspire students on making an animated video
• video also has a 10-question quiz associated 
• lesson plans and supplemental activities, including 

games.

BrainPop – available as an app or online 







iTalk Recorder - Free

• iTalk Recorder is a full-featured recording app with a streamlined and intuitive user 
interface. 

• press the big red button to record; press it again to stop. 
• append to existing recordings
• choose from three levels of recording quality and manage your recordings, all with just 

a fingertip.
• download your recording by connecting to your computer 
• or email the file to yourself.  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/italk-recorder/id293673304?mt=8


•

create a visual storytelling

• accompany the unfolding of a written story

WordFoto - $1.99

http://itunes.apple.com/app/wordfoto/id414002091?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/app/wordfoto/id414002091?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/app/wordfoto/id414002091?mt=8


Photo Editor – Fotolr -
FREE

• Fotolr Photo Studio (Fotolr PS) is a photo 
processing App 

• includes 22 functions that are often used in 
image processing

• photo editing functions and photo effects
• photo album
• sort through your photos and transfer your 

photo



Tons of fun stuff to do with 
your digital photos. 
Free for online or app

• create and print 
• personalized motivational 

posters
• calendars
• movie posters
• magazine covers
• badges
• mosaics
• collages
• upload your own images
• save to your desktop as a jpg
• much more FREE





Using InstaCollage, 4th grade students put together 
pictures that represented the five regions of Virginia. 
The pictures were taken from Google Images. 

InstaCollage Free

This app feels like a scrapbook app. With 
it, you can:

• Add Picture Frames  
• Photo Collage many pictures 
• Caption Editor
• Photo Editor



This was a mash-up done with two 
apps, Cut Me In with InstaCollage. This 
was a product of a Gnome project we 

did in 4th grade Virginia History.



Ever wanted to make comic strips but you’re not a cartoonist?
ComicPuppets for iPhone, iPad and Android

provides all the tools to better express your creativity. 
• create a political cartoon 
• advertisement!
• Upload background
• Upload face 
• Select puppet
• Add Text

Comic Puppets –
(Free  but with upgrades)



Comic Book! $1.99

• Take some regular pictures, insert into this app 
and turn them into a comic book creation

• This is a FULL featured comic book creation app
• Take picture, convert to comic mode
• Star in your own comic book adventures



Here are a few of my favorite animation apps

Animoto Morfo 3D Face Booth

PowToon Voice

Toon Camera Tellagami

SKIT Lego Movie



Animoto

• Educators can apply for a free Animoto Plus account for use in their classroom
• Create eye-catching presentations by incorporating images, video clips, music and text
• iPhone and Android owners, download the free app
• Create and share videos using your phone's pictures
• You can use up to 12 images, so just choose the best ones



Animoto – Free Educator’s Account



Morfo 3D Face Booth - Free

Use Morfo 3D Face Booth with a photo of a historical figure to create a talking, life-like 3D 
character! Once captured, make your character say anything you want. 

• It's a great way for students to create a biography in the first person.
• Helps students develop confidence in public speaking 
• Students can share ideas on different topics after a unit has finished.
• It's a wonderful alternative as an evaluation tool.

Morfo allows you to change the voice and the mask on the face and to record a 
monologue or a character from a famous speech in history or record a classic poem! The 
ideas are endless! It's perfect to help those shy students who'd rather not give an oral 
presentation.





• Online Program: This is not an app, however the website does work with an android 
but not an IOS system as it needs FLASH to run

• create videos by choosing from a selection of templates
• adding text
• images and other content 
• saved out as an mp4 video file, or uploaded straight to YouTube from within the 

application. 

• PowToon has three pricing options: 
• Free 
• Professional 
• Agency and for Education



http://youtu.be/ifGdvWUk9Hs

http://youtu.be/ifGdvWUk9Hs


Adobe Voice - Free

Adobe Voice, a new app from Adobe, is a fun 
way to create high-quality amateur animated 
videos in just a few minutes. 
• Made exclusively for the iPad
• In-app library of images and music
• Great selection of music though you also 

have the option of uploading your own
• You can elect to add your own voice, text or 

just let your pictures tell the story.

http://getvoice.adobe.com/


ToonCamera- $1.99 – (for iPad/iPhone)

CartoonCamera FREE (Android)

I love this app! What a great discovery! As soon as you open the app, it transforms you into a cartoon world! There 
are several different options to view your cartoon video or still picture and many features including:

* Choose from multiple cartoon, pencil, stipple, and ink effects

* Customize your effects with unique line art styles

* Take photos and record videos with a real-time preview of the effects

* Convert existing photos and videos from your albums

* Save your creations and share them with friends through email, Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, Tumblr, Instagram, 

and YouTube



ToonCamera



Tellagami

Tellagami, a free iOS app that lets you create short (30 seconds) animated movies called "Gamis," 
Some quick ideas you might try: 
• Have your character tell a story.
• Pick a person in history and have them introduce themselves
• Use an animal as a background and have the student (avatar) describe some of its physical adaptations
• Recite a famous poem or speech
• Read a poem they wrote
• Have students recap a part of their field trip in groups, then load all of the short clips into one movie using animoto or 

movie maker





Why we use this: 
• simple and easy to use and FREE
What you need:
• need a device 
• the free app
• some Legos
• a story 
Now you are ready to shoot a movie! It's everything young 
moviemakers need to mess around and have fun. 

Lego Movie App



Lego App - FREE



SKIT - Free

• Free - compatible for all devices
SKIT! is the fun way to create and share animated video messages with your class and community.

• make fun short videos
• It challenges students to create a twenty-second story from start to finish

Drawbacks:
• No saving video onto your device
• To view, your Skit will be uploaded into their SKIT site 
• Option of making your Skit private or public 
• If you select private, they will email you your link

The process takes longer than I like, but once you have your link, you are free to embed the video.
Work together! It's hard to read a script and try to manipulate your characters at the same time.





Not available yet as an app - this is a software program available as a download. A student favorite!
This program makes animating a easy for even the youngest students. I've had my 2nd grade students create 
animations!! It includes  drawing tools, clip art, and path animation options. 

Tech4Learning Frames


